
While our monthly meetings remain temporarily canceled

due to the COVID-19 outbreak, we continue to share

background on Republican candidates. This month, we will

hear from Republican candidates for the Lee Health Board

Race. We have invited registered Republicans in this

nonpartisan race to present their candidacy to share their

message with our members through the newsletter. They

have been asked to share why they are running for this

office, their qualifications, and priorities if elected. Two

candidates will be elected for each district. Voters may vote

for up to 2 candidates in each district.

AUGUST  2020

District 1

STEVE BROWNAs I approach my next birthday, I realize that I
have been involved in medicine for over 50 years.
I am an M.D. and Radiologist trained at the Mayo
clinic and it has led to a very satisfying career. In
2001, our family was the primary sponsor of the
Chrissy Brown Inpatient Cancer Center at The
Golisano Children’s Hospital. Losing our
daughter has kept me passionate about giving
back to our medical community. Since then, I
have served three terms on the Lee Health
Board. As the largest Public Health System in
the State of Florida, I feel it is even more
important to keep the public informed and
engaged. And I look forward to continuing my
service to our community.
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District 1

THERESE EVERLY
I am seeking reelection to the Lee Memorial
Health System (Lee Health) Board of
Directors to continue to serve the community,
with a continued focus on providing high
quality care that is both accessible and
affordable. I will remain engaged and
responsive to the community’s needs, while
remaining current on the dynamic
environment of healthcare policy both on the
state and federal levels. Currently serving as
the Vice- Chair Lee Health Board of Directors
and serve on the Quality, Safety & Patient
Experience and Community Health
Improvement Committees. Over 30 years of
healthcare and management experience,
Bachelors of Science degree in Health Care
Administration and a Registered Respiratory
Therapist. I am actively engaged in the 

community, serving on the Florida Gulf Coast Chapter of Alzheimer’s Association
Board which covers 16 counties, Co- Chair the 20th Judicial Circuit Elder Abuse
Fatality Review Team, Lee County Homeless Coalition Board member, currently
serve on a committee with a wide range of community stake holders focused on
developing a five-year county wide strategy plan to provide behavioral, mental
health services. I am currently employed as a Realtor with Rossman Realty and I
would be most honored to earn your vote!



WORK THAT FRO

My name is David Collins, and I am running
for re-election of the Lee Health Board of
Directors. It is an honor to serve you in this
capacity, where I place top priority on being
the voice of the people.  I have served for the
past 8 years, six as Treasurer and this year as
Chairman.  I bring 30+ years of financial and
business experience to this role, in partnership
with quality, safety and compassionate care. 
This is an important combination, as Lee
Health is a major health care provider,
economic driver, and employer in our region. 
One of the recent successes we have seen is
all four acute care hospitals quality and safety
scores improve from Leapfrog C/D ratings to
straight A's.  I look to build upon this by
successfully navigating the changes that will
occur as the Certificate of Need is lifted, as 

Become a Member!
Join for just $25 per year!

Support your community and 
help to elect Republicans to office.

www.fmrwc.com

District 3

DAVID COLLINS

well as the continuing impact of the pandemic.  These have a major effect on our
staff and financials.  I will also continue to be a voice for our community.  It is very
important to me that you are heard and represented, and that you receive the
highest health care quality, safety and outcomes.



WORK THAT FRO

My name is David Klein and I seek to be
elected Lee Health District 3 Director.
Lee Health is facing material challenges
including managing the pandemic, 
 competition, growth and affordability. My
background as a seasoned, patient-first
successful health insurance and delivery
chief executive officer would complement the
current board which is comprised exclusively
of clinicians and consumers. My qualifications
also include serving as an effective board
leader or member of many non-for-profit and
for-profit, health care and non-health care
organizations and companies.
If elected, my primary focus would be on
enhancing access to quality health care and
services while managing revenue and expenses.
I would concentrate on:

District 3

DAVID KLEIN

• Making sure Lee Health’s facilities and services are well-managed
• Recruiting more doctors to meet Lee County’s growing demand
• Ensuring Lee Health’s sustainability including exploring the creation of a regional
health system
• Expanding mental health and substance abuse services
It’s also essential that the Board continues to address COVID-19.
Throughout my life, I’ve always been passionate about giving back to my
community. I now want to dedicate my time, talents and energy to helping maintain
the vitality of our health care system.



WORK THAT FRO

I am candidate Carol Anne Morris.  I wanted
to run for the Board when I started doing pet
therapy at Health Park.  I was a Commissioner
for Fort Myers Beach Fire Department for 12
years and could not hold two offices. My
credentials for the position are: a masters
degree in public administration, 30 years as an
executive with Department of Defense, doing
budgeting, planning, contracting,
and administration, all of which are needed for
this position.  I have 19 years of experience on
various Boards so I know the functions of a
board director.  While doing my volunteer
work at the hospital for 7 years and talking
with hundreds of patients I felt that more can
be done to address client needs.  Hospital
costs are too high and we need to do more
with less. Board members are not  medical
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District 3

CAROL ANNE MORRIS

experts running hospitals and clinics. That is the function of the CEO  and
Administrators.  Our job is management, planning, budgeting, contracting, and
general administration and other oversight areas as needed. If elected I want to
spend time examining patient care and safety. I am a smart dedicated energetic
person that can make things happen.



WORK THAT FRO

My name is Kathy Bridge-Liles. I am a RN,
with a Master of Science degree in
Administration and I am a candidate for the
Lee Health Board of Directors for District 5.
I have lived in this community and worked at
Lee Health for more than 30 years, first as
a bedside nurse, and ultimately as the Chief
Administrative Officer (CAO) of Golisano
Children’s Hospital. In addition, I served on
numerous community organizations as a Board
member or officer and built meaningful
relationships with members of our community.
During my tenure as the CAO, I oversaw
operations of Golisano, successfully managed
a $50 million annual budget, participated in a
$100 million fundraising effort for Golisano,
and successfully managed oversight of the
design and construction of Golisano, which 
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District 5

KATHY BRIDGE-LILES

created additional beds for children and adults in our community.
Our current challenges today are related to Covid-19 and its impact on staffing,
the Lee Health facilities, and our supply management systems, which has ultimately
impacted our current financial stability.
My knowledge, 30 years of clinical and operational experience, and successful
results demonstrate that I have the expertise to be a valuable member for the Lee
Health Board of Directors.



WORK THAT FRO

Greetings Fort Myers Republican Women’s
Club! Thank you for this opportunity to
introduce ourselves as candidates. My name is
Jessica Carter Peer, and I’m running for re-
election to Lee Health’s Board of Directors,
District 5. I’m proud to be a Florida native
and a leader of SWFL as a graduate of Florida
Gulf Coast University. I’m a McGregor
Baptist member, where I met my husband,
Douglas, and we now have a beautiful
daughter, Melody. As a former exercise
specialist for Lee Health, my passions are
advocating for health and wellness, including
mental health.I have the experience and honor
of serving as one of the youngest board
members, and I hope to continue and have a
voice for the younger generation and families
of SWFL. I currently serve on the Governance
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JESSICA CARTER PEER

District 5

and Audit committees. As the current Governance chairperson, I believe we still
have work to complete regarding our current governance structure. As a public
health system, I will continue our path of transparency. As our health care
continually transforms during this pandemic, my focus will be on our sustainability
as the largest employer in SWFL.


